
 

CORPORATE REPORT

NO: R021 COUNCIL DATE: February 10, 2025

REGULAR COUNCIL 

TO: Mayor & Council DATE: February 5, 2025 

FROM: General Manager, Engineering FILE: 5460-90(GEN) 

SUBJECT: Crescent Beach Parking and Walking Enhancements Update 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Engineering Department recommend that Council: 

1. Receive this report for information; and

2. Direct staff to remove the parking and walking enhancements piloted along McBride
Avenue.

INTENT 

The intent of this report is to provide Mayor and Council with an update on the piloted parking 
and walking enhancements undertaken along McBride Avenue in summer 2024 and to seek 
Council direction to remove the pilot works. 

BACKGROUND 

On April 22, 2024, Council endorsed, through Corporate Report No. R075; 2024, staff proceeding 
with limited parking and walking enhancements at specific locations in Crescent Beach.  A 
summary of the key improvements undertaken are described in the following table, and are also 
illustrated in the attached Appendix “I”: 

Map # Description Status 

1 Install wayfinding signage to Blackie Spit Parking lots Completed 

2 Minor modifications to the existing gravel overflow parking spaces 
in Blackie Spit to improve turning movements 

Completed 

3 New Accessible walkway on Wickson Road Completed 

4 Pilot "No Parking” on one side of McBride Ave for summer 2024 Completed 

5 Complete sidewalk connections for missing “gaps” along Sullivan 
Street 

Underway, complete 
Q1, 2025 

6 Add on-street parking fronting vacant City Lot/Park at 12254 
Beecher Street (McKenzie Road) 

Underway, complete 
Q1, 2025 

7 New accessible walkways on Alexandra Street and Kidd Road, 
including removal of fence encroachments into the road 

Underway, complete 
Q1, 2025 

ltsURREv 
~ the future lives here. 
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Staff continue to remove unauthorized obstructions, signs and fences within the public road 
allowance to support the public’s use of the road corridor for walking, parking and improve access 
to utilities.  The City continued to commit significant resources during the summer of 2024 to 
ensure ongoing bylaw compliance in Crescent Beach, with efforts to enhance communication. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
McBride Avenue Parking and Walking Enhancements 
 
Residents and emergency services had previously expressed concerns over traffic congestion and 
pedestrian co-mingling on McBride Avenue between Sullivan Street and Blackie Spit parking lot 
during peak hours (late evenings, weekends, and summer months).  The traffic congestion is 
primarily a result of McBride Avenue being the sole entrance into Blackie Spit, combined with 
narrow road width on both sides that only accommodates two travel lanes with narrow gravel 
shoulders where parking is permitted.  In addition, there are no sidewalks, which result in 
pedestrians using the roadway. 
 
To mitigate this issue and to address pedestrian safety, changes along McBride Avenue were 
piloted during summer 2024 consisting of temporarily eliminating parking along segments of 
McBride Avenue and replacing these areas with a gravel pathway, allowing pedestrians to utilize 
the gravel shoulder, while concurrently seeking feedback as to whether permanent asphalt 
pathways and parking restrictions should be implemented along McBride Avenue. 
 
City Observations 
 
Over the summer months, staff monitored the changes made along McBride Avenue.  Although 
staff observed pedestrians utilizing the gravel walkway, pedestrians were also observed walking 
along the travel lanes of the road, especially pedestrians with beach buggies and strollers who 
preferred to walk along a hard surface rather than a gravel walkway.  Furthermore, staff observed 
challenges with parking compliance by fronting residents and, despite the parking restrictions, 
some residents were moving temporary curbs and some were parking vehicles illegally, 
particularly during peak periods in the evenings and weekends.  When vehicles were parked in 
the areas intended for walking, pedestrians were forced to use the roadway instead. 
 
The walkway on the west side of McBride Avenue was also somewhat hidden when the adjacent 
street parking was well-used, leading to lower usage during those times.  Lastly, pedestrians were 
generally unwilling to cross the road to continue using a provided pedestrian facility when it 
switched mid-block from the north to the south side. 
 
Public Feedback 
 
Staff launched a survey for the pilot project from October 7 to October 20, seeking feedback on 
the effectiveness of the piloted parking and walking changes made, along with seeking input on 
how the City should proceed regarding the changes made along McBride Avenue.  The survey 
received 194 responses, with 189 of the respondents residing in Crescent Beach, and 21 of those 
respondents resided directly along McBride Avenue.  A summary of the survey responses received 
is provided in the attached Appendix “II”. 
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Respondents were asked to provide their opinion on whether the City should implement the 
piloted parking and walking changes along McBride Avenue permanently. Comments from 
respondents mirrored the City’s observations, with the following feedback: 
 
Out of the 21 survey’s completed by residents along McBride Avenue who are directly fronting the 
parking and walking changes, 62% of the respondents would like the pilot removed and revert 
back to the way McBride Avenue was previously.  23% of respondents would like the City to 
permanently implement the pilot, and 15% would like to either extend the pilot program or have 
other ideas. 
 
Out of the remaining 168 surveys from residents who did not live on McBride Avenue, the 
responses were split: 
 

• 38% of respondents would like the City to permanently implement the pilot, with a 
majority requesting a paved pathway (rather than gravel) continuously along one side 
McBride Avenue; 

• 34% of respondents would like the pilot removed and allow parking on both sides, with 
gravel shoulders and no sidewalks; 

• 14% of respondents would like the pilot extended; and 

• 14% of respondents have no opinion or have alternative ideas. 
 

Although significant signage was installed, the majority of local residents ignored the parking 
restrictions, limiting the overall effectiveness of the pilot project.  As well, local residents raised 
concerns regarding sign clutter and overall appearance of the road corridor resulting from the 
high number of signage installed.  
 
Next Steps 
 
Overall, the residents along McBride Avenue who front the piloted parking and walking 
enhancements are not supportive of permanently implementing these changes, and the majority 
of residents across the community were also not in favour of the pilot.  Ongoing challenges over 
traffic congestion and pedestrian co-mingling on McBride Avenue during peak hours (late 
evenings and weekends during the summer) will likely continue to persist. 
 
In the future, at the discretion of Council, a continuous asphalt pathway along north side (beach 
side) of McBride Avenue could be constructed, as illustrated in Appendix “III”, if the parking and 
traffic congestion persists.  This pathway would result in changing from angled parking to parallel 
parking along McBride Avenue between Target Street to Wickson Road in order to provide 
sufficient space needed for the pedestrian pathway.  The south side of McBride Avenue would not 
be changed; resulting in a reduction of on-street parking by approximately 10 to 15 parking spaces.  
Should concerns be raised by the community in the future, given the differing views on the 
parking and walking improvements along McBride Avenue, Staff would recommend at least 60% 
support from fronting property owners before any changes are made. 
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CONCLUSION 
 
Based on the community feedback received, Staff recommend that Council direct staff to remove 
the 2024 pilot parking and walking enhancements piloted along McBride Avenue. 

 
 
 
 
Scott Neuman, P.Eng. 
General Manager, Engineering 

 
VJ/SN/bn 
 
Appendix “I” –Implemented Parking and Walking Improvements 
Appendix “II” – Summary of Survey Responses 
Appendix “III” – Optional Permanent Changes along North Side of McBride Ave 
 
https://surreybc.sharepoint.com/sites/eng.administration/gm administration/corporate reports/2025/feb 10/crescent beach parking and walking next steps/crescent beach parking 
and walking enhancements update (02052025) final.docx 
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Enhancement Plan

Source:
G:\MAPPING\GIS\Maps\CorporateReps\DnC\JX_Crescent Beach Enhancements_TA.mxd

The data provided is compiled from various sources and IS NOT warranted as to its accuracy or sufficiency by the City of Surrey.
This information is provided for information and convenience purposes only.
Lot sizes, Legal descriptions and encumbrances must be confirmed at the Land Title Office.
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Paved Pathway on North
Side of McBride Avenue with
parallel parking

Paved Pathway along the
North Side of McBride

South side of McBride
Avenue remains unchanged

Paved Pathway along the North
Side of McBride Avenue

Parallel Parking 

.._... Pedestrian Crossing 
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~ the Future lives here. 
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