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Future launch site.
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Fraser River - Brownsville 

Fraser River - Port Mann

Fraser River - Surrey Bend

Lower Serpentine River

Upper Serpentine River

Lower Nicomekl River

Upper Nicomekl River

CONSULTANTS LTD.

375 Franklyn Street, Nanaimo, B.C. V9R 2X5
tel (250) 754-5651                   Fax (250) 754-1990

Vancouver Tel: (604) 687-5651
www.lanarc.bc.ca                   lanarc@lanarc.bc.ca

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
COMMUNITY PLANNING

ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN
INFORMATION ARCHITECTURE

CITY OF SURREY  w BLUEWAYS  MASTER PLAN
 OPPORTUNITIES & CONSTRAINTS  -  KEY PLAN                            OCTOBER 2, 2000
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CONSULTANTS LTD.

375 Franklyn Street, Nanaimo, B.C. V9R 2X5
tel (250) 754-5651                   Fax (250) 754-1990

Vancouver Tel: (604) 687-5651
www.lanarc.bc.ca                   lanarc@lanarc.bc.ca

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
COMMUNITY PLANNING

ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN
INFORMATION ARCHITECTURE

CITY OF SURREY  w BLUEWAYS  MASTER PLAN
OPPORTUNITIES & CONSTRAINTS  -  FRASER RIVER - BROWNSVILLE

LEGEND
PHOTO LOCATION & DIRECTION

NARROW CHANNEL WIDTH (3-12m), SOMETIMES SHALLOW, GROUNDING POSSIBLE.

VIEW CONFINED TO CHANNEL, GENERALLY BY STEEP DIKES

EXISTING PARKLAND WITH EXISTING OR POTENTIAL BLUEWAY FACILITIES

MEDIUM CHANNEL WIDTH (12-30m) - SANDBARS INFREQUENTLY @ INSIDE CURVES

WIDE CHANNEL WIDTH (30-200+m) - SUBJECT TO SIGNIFICANT TIDAL INFLUENCE

MINOR EXISTING OR POTENTIAL STAGING/LAUNCH SITE

SUBJECT TO MEDIUM CURRENTS & HIGHER WATER DURING STORM EVENTS.

AND STREAM ENTRANCES.  GENERALLY SLOW TO VERY SLOW  CURRENT.

UP TO 2m TIDAL VARIATION, MUD FLATS, TIGHT BRIDGE CLEARANCES.

OFTEN PHYSICAL BARRIER TO LAND BEYOND BY INPENETRABLE BRAMBLES

CANDIDATE SITE FOR POTENTIAL BLUEWAY FACILITIES

LIMITED PARKING, LOWER USE INTENSITY ANTICIPATED

PRIMARY EXISTING OR POTENTIAL STAGING/LAUNCH SITE
MIGHT INCLUDE PARKING, LAUNCH FACILITY, DOCK & RESTROOMS

OCTOBER 2, 2000

PHOTO 12 -  BROWNSVILLE BAR PARK

USES SHOULD CONTINUE TO BE FOCUSSED ON 
SHORE-BASED ACTIVITIES SUCH AS FISHING AND 
PICNICING DUE TO THE CURRENTS AND LARGE VESSEL 
TRAFFIC ALONG THE FRASER.

PHOTO 11 - VIEW TO FROM ______ PARK TO 
NEW WESTMINSTER
LAGOON IN FOREGROUND IS SHELTERED FROM CURRENT 
OF THE RIVER. WOULD BE SUITABLE FOR NON-MOTORIZED 
WATERCRAFT. THE VIEW SUGGESTS THAT URBAN 
DEVELOPMENT ALONG THIS PORTION OF THE RIVER 
MIGHT SOMEDAY ECLIPSE SOME INDUSTRIAL USES.

SHELTERED 'LAGOON'
SUITABLE FOR PADDLING
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Fraser River - Port Mann
CONSULTANTS LTD.

375 Franklyn Street, Nanaimo, B.C. V9R 2X5
tel (250) 754-5651                   Fax (250) 754-1990

Vancouver Tel: (604) 687-5651
www.lanarc.bc.ca                   lanarc@lanarc.bc.ca

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
COMMUNITY PLANNING

ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN
INFORMATION ARCHITECTURE
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FRASER HEIGHTS
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CONSULTANTS LTD.

375 Franklyn Street, Nanaimo, B.C. V9R 2X5
tel (250) 754-5651                   Fax (250) 754-1990

Vancouver Tel: (604) 687-5651
www.lanarc.bc.ca                   lanarc@lanarc.bc.ca

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
COMMUNITY PLANNING

ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN
INFORMATION ARCHITECTURE

CITY OF SURREY  w BLUEWAYS  MASTER PLAN
OPPORTUNITIES & CONSTRAINTS  -  FRASER RIVER - SURREY BEND

LEGEND
PHOTO LOCATION & DIRECTION

NARROW CHANNEL WIDTH (3-12m), SOMETIMES SHALLOW, GROUNDING POSSIBLE.

VIEW CONFINED TO CHANNEL, GENERALLY BY STEEP DIKES

EXISTING PARKLAND WITH EXISTING OR POTENTIAL BLUEWAY FACILITIES

MEDIUM CHANNEL WIDTH (12-30m) - SANDBARS INFREQUENTLY @ INSIDE CURVES

WIDE CHANNEL WIDTH (30-200+m) - SUBJECT TO SIGNIFICANT TIDAL INFLUENCE

MINOR EXISTING OR POTENTIAL STAGING/LAUNCH SITE

SUBJECT TO MEDIUM CURRENTS & HIGHER WATER DURING STORM EVENTS.

AND STREAM ENTRANCES.  GENERALLY SLOW TO VERY SLOW  CURRENT.

UP TO 2m TIDAL VARIATION, MUD FLATS, TIGHT BRIDGE CLEARANCES.

OFTEN PHYSICAL BARRIER TO LAND BEYOND BY INPENETRABLE BRAMBLES

CANDIDATE SITE FOR POTENTIAL BLUEWAY FACILITIES

LIMITED PARKING, LOWER USE INTENSITY ANTICIPATED

PRIMARY EXISTING OR POTENTIAL STAGING/LAUNCH SITE
MIGHT INCLUDE PARKING, LAUNCH FACILITY, DOCK & RESTROOMS OCTOBER 2, 2000

PHOTO 10 -  BARNSTON ISLAND 
FERRY SITE
THERE ARE A COLLAPSED BOAT LAUNCH AND A SMALL 
DOCK ADJACENT TO THE BARNSTON ISLAND FERRY 
PARKING LOT (GRAVEL) - POSTED "NO TRESSPASSING". 
THE FACILITIES APPEAR TO BE ON M.O.T.H. PROPERTY. 
LAUNCHING AT THAT LOCATION ALSO CONFLICTS WITH 
THE DOCKING OPERATIONS OF THE FERRY. ANY 
ANTICIPATED FACILITIES WOULD BE BETTER LOCATED AT 
AN EXISTING 'PRE-LOADED' DISTURBED AREA WITHIN THE 
PARK  JUST DOWNSTREAM OF THE FERRY SLIP.

PHOTO 9 - LOG BOOMS @ SURREY BEND 
REGIONAL PARK
ACTIVE BOOMS ARE LOCATED ALMOST CONTINUOUSLY 
ALONG THE SHORLINE OF SURREY BEND PARK.

PHOTO 8 - HEAVY VESSEL TRAFFIC AND 
STRONG CURRENTS ON THE FRASER
TUGS AND OTHER WORKING BOATS ARE COMMON BOTH ON THE MAIN ARM OF THE 
FRASER AND ALONG PARSON'S CHANNEL. THE WAKE THESE VESSELS CREATE MAKES 
THE RIVER UNSUITABLE FOR ALL BUT THE MOST EXPERIENCED PADDLERS.

FRASER

RIVER

PARSON'S

CHANNEL EXISTING DERELICT BOAT LAUNCH AND SMALL WHARF
CONFLICT WITH APPROACH PATH OF FERRY

FERRYING TO & CYCLING AROUND BARNSTON ISLAND 
ARE GREAT WAYS TO EXPERIENCE THE FRASER RIVER

POTENTIAL WATERSIDE FACILITY
DEVELOPMENT ON PREVIOUSLY

DISTURBED FILL SITE.

POTENTIAL FRASER RIVER VIEWPOINT
IN CLEARING (SANITARY EASEMENT)
ACCESS VIA EXISTING GRAVEL LANE.

2
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CONSULTANTS LTD.

375 Franklyn Street, Nanaimo, B.C. V9R 2X5
tel (250) 754-5651                   Fax (250) 754-1990

Vancouver Tel: (604) 687-5651
www.lanarc.bc.ca                   lanarc@lanarc.bc.ca

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
COMMUNITY PLANNING

ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN
INFORMATION ARCHITECTURE

CITY OF SURREY  w BLUEWAYS  MASTER PLAN
OPPORTUNITIES & CONSTRAINTS  -  LOWER SERPENTINE RIVER

LEGEND
PHOTO LOCATION & DIRECTION

NARROW CHANNEL WIDTH (3-12m), SOMETIMES SHALLOW, GROUNDING POSSIBLE.

VIEW CONFINED TO CHANNEL, GENERALLY BY STEEP DIKES

EXISTING PARKLAND WITH EXISTING OR POTENTIAL BLUEWAY FACILITIES

MEDIUM CHANNEL WIDTH (12-30m) - SANDBARS INFREQUENTLY @ INSIDE CURVES

WIDE CHANNEL WIDTH (30-200+m) - SUBJECT TO SIGNIFICANT TIDAL INFLUENCE

MINOR EXISTING OR POTENTIAL STAGING/LAUNCH SITE

SUBJECT TO MEDIUM CURRENTS & HIGHER WATER DURING STORM EVENTS.

AND STREAM ENTRANCES.  GENERALLY SLOW TO VERY SLOW  CURRENT.

UP TO 2m TIDAL VARIATION, MUD FLATS, TIGHT BRIDGE CLEARANCES.

OFTEN PHYSICAL BARRIER TO LAND BEYOND BY INPENETRABLE BRAMBLES

CANDIDATE SITE FOR POTENTIAL BLUEWAY FACILITIES

LIMITED PARKING, LOWER USE INTENSITY ANTICIPATED

PRIMARY EXISTING OR POTENTIAL STAGING/LAUNCH SITE
MIGHT INCLUDE PARKING, LAUNCH FACILITY, DOCK & RESTROOMS OCTOBER 2, 2000

PHOTO 4 -  SERPENTINE SEA-GATE 
@ SERPENTINE FEN.
EXISTING GRAVEL PARKING AREA  ADJACENT 
KING GEORGE HWY BRIDGE, SEA GATE AND 
SERPENTINE FEN. AREA BETWEEN HWY. 
BRIDGE AND SEA DAM COULD BE ADAPTED FOR 
CANOE/KAYAK LAUNCHING. INTERMODAL 
CONNECTION WITH DIKE WALK 
(BIRDWATCHING). 4.4km (LEISURELY 3 hr. 
ROUND TRIP) PADDLE TO RAILWAY TRESTLE AT 
MUD BAY. 

PHOTO 3 - SERPENTINE RIVER ESTUARY

EXPANDED VIEWS, 2m TIDAL FLUCTUATIONS 
AND GOOD BIRDING OPPORTUNITIES. 
LAUNCHING OPPORTUNITIES LIMITED DUE TO 
FREEWAY. POSSIBLE 0.6km PORTAGE FROM 
RAILWAY UNDERPASS @ HWY. 99 IF TIDE IS 
HIGH - OTHERWISE 1.2km WALK ALONG DIKE TO 
RIVER MOUTH. .

MODEST CHANNEL, SLOW-MOVING
WATER, RESTRICTED ACCESS

EXITING PARKING @ SEA GATE
M.O.T.H. LAND (?) REFER TO PHOTO

POTENTIAL PARKING FOR SECONDARY 
(PORTAGE) ACCESS TO SERPENTINE

600m PORTAGE - PADDLE @ HIGH TIDE 
1.2km PORTAGE @ LOW TIDE

VIEWSHED EXPANDED 
VISUAL DIVERSITY

SE
RPE

NTI
NE

RIVER
MUD  BAY

COLEBROOK 
PUMP STATION

EXISTING PUMP STATION
POTENTIAL LAUNCH SITE
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CLOVERDALE

CONSULTANTS LTD.

375 Franklyn Street, Nanaimo, B.C. V9R 2X5
tel (250) 754-5651                   Fax (250) 754-1990

Vancouver Tel: (604) 687-5651
www.lanarc.bc.ca                   lanarc@lanarc.bc.ca

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
COMMUNITY PLANNING

ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN
INFORMATION ARCHITECTURE
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CLOVERDALE

NEWTON

FLEETWOOD

NARROW CHANNEL, VERY SLOW-MOVING
WATER, RESTRICTED ACCESS

MODEST CHANNEL, VERY SLOW-MOVING
WATER, LIMITED ACCESS

CITY OF SURREY  w BLUEWAYS  MASTER PLAN
OPPORTUNITIES & CONSTRAINTS  -  UPPER SERPENTINE RIVER

MOUTH OF BEAR CREEK
NOT NAVIGABLE

6.3km LOOP - 2hrs. LEISURELY PADDLING
POTENTIAL CANOE RACE COURSE

EXISTING PUMP STATION
POTENTIAL MINOR LAUNCH SITE

4.5 hrs. TO SERPENTINE FEN

LEGEND
PHOTO LOCATION & DIRECTION

NARROW CHANNEL WIDTH (3-12m), SOMETIMES SHALLOW, GROUNDING POSSIBLE.

VIEW CONFINED TO CHANNEL, GENERALLY BY STEEP DIKES

EXISTING PARKLAND WITH EXISTING OR POTENTIAL BLUEWAY FACILITIES

MEDIUM CHANNEL WIDTH (12-30m) - SANDBARS INFREQUENTLY @ INSIDE CURVES

WIDE CHANNEL WIDTH (30-200+m) - SUBJECT TO SIGNIFICANT TIDAL INFLUENCE

MINOR EXISTING OR POTENTIAL STAGING/LAUNCH SITE

SUBJECT TO MEDIUM CURRENTS & HIGHER WATER DURING STORM EVENTS.

AND STREAM ENTRANCES.  GENERALLY SLOW TO VERY SLOW  CURRENT.

UP TO 2m TIDAL VARIATION, MUD FLATS, TIGHT BRIDGE CLEARANCES.

OFTEN PHYSICAL BARRIER TO LAND BEYOND BY INPENETRABLE BRAMBLES

CANDIDATE SITE FOR POTENTIAL BLUEWAY FACILITIES

LIMITED PARKING, LOWER USE INTENSITY ANTICIPATED

PRIMARY EXISTING OR POTENTIAL STAGING/LAUNCH SITE
MIGHT INCLUDE PARKING, LAUNCH FACILITY, DOCK & RESTROOMS

MODEST CHANNEL, VERY SLOW-MOVING
WATER, LIMITED ACCESS

OCTOBER 2, 2000

PHOTO 2 - TYPICAL UPPER 
SERPENTINE RIVER CHANNEL

PLACID WATER, SHELTERED FROM TRAFFIC NOISE, 
GREEN.
EXCEPT @ A FEW INSIDE CURVES AND STREAM 
ENTRANCES,
NOT TOO SHALLOW FOR PADDLING.
UPPER PORTIONS OF DIKE USUALLY VEGETATED 
WITH DENSE BRAMBLE PREVENTING TRESSPASS 
TO FARMLANDS BEYOND.
VERY LIMITED SHORE-BASED RECREATIONAL 
OPPORTUNITIES
& NOT PARTICULARLY VISUALLY VARIED.

PHOTO 1 - EXAMPLE OF A 
CANDIDATE LAUNCH SITE

UNDIKED, IDEALLY LOCATED TO ALLOW 
STAGING FOR A 2 hr LOOP OR ONE-WAY TRIP TO 
THE NEXT LAUNCH SITE.
BANK IS NOT STEEP, WOODED AREA PROVIDES 
WELCOME VARIETY TO OTHERWISE VISUALLY 
UNIFORM STRETCH OF RIVER; PROVIDES 
OPPORTUNITY TO NON-BOATING RIVERSIDE 
ACTIVITIES SUCH AS PICNICKING.

SERPENTINE CHANNELSERPENTINE CHANNEL RIVER

SE
R

PE
N

TIN
E

EXISTING PUMP STATION
POTENTIAL LAUNCH SITE

EXISTING PUMP STATION
POTENTIAL LAUNCH SITE
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CONSULTANTS LTD.

375 Franklyn Street, Nanaimo, B.C. V9R 2X5
tel (250) 754-5651                   Fax (250) 754-1990

Vancouver Tel: (604) 687-5651
www.lanarc.bc.ca                   lanarc@lanarc.bc.ca

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
COMMUNITY PLANNING

ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN
INFORMATION ARCHITECTURE

CITY OF SURREY  w BLUEWAYS  MASTER PLAN
OPPORTUNITIES & CONSTRAINTS  -  LOWER NICOMEKL RIVER

LEGEND
PHOTO LOCATION & DIRECTION

NARROW CHANNEL WIDTH (3-12m), SOMETIMES SHALLOW, GROUNDING POSSIBLE.

VIEW CONFINED TO CHANNEL, GENERALLY BY STEEP DIKES

EXISTING PARKLAND WITH EXISTING OR POTENTIAL BLUEWAY FACILITIES

MEDIUM CHANNEL WIDTH (12-30m) - SANDBARS INFREQUENTLY @ INSIDE CURVES

WIDE CHANNEL WIDTH (30-200+m) - SUBJECT TO SIGNIFICANT TIDAL INFLUENCE

MINOR EXISTING OR POTENTIAL STAGING/LAUNCH SITE

SUBJECT TO MEDIUM CURRENTS & HIGHER WATER DURING STORM EVENTS.

AND STREAM ENTRANCES.  GENERALLY SLOW TO VERY SLOW  CURRENT.

UP TO 2m TIDAL VARIATION, MUD FLATS, TIGHT BRIDGE CLEARANCES.

OFTEN PHYSICAL BARRIER TO LAND BEYOND BY INPENETRABLE BRAMBLES

CANDIDATE SITE FOR POTENTIAL BLUEWAY FACILITIES

LIMITED PARKING, LOWER USE INTENSITY ANTICIPATED

PRIMARY EXISTING OR POTENTIAL STAGING/LAUNCH SITE
MIGHT INCLUDE PARKING, LAUNCH FACILITY, DOCK & RESTROOMS OCTOBER 2, 2000

PHOTO 7 -  NICOMEKL RIVER ABOVE 
THE SEA GATE
PADDLING IS QUITE SCENIC FOR 2.8km ABOVE SEA GATE 
TO APPROXIMATELY 40TH AVE NEAR 152 ST - MATURE 
FORESTS OF VETERAN SPRUCE, FIR AND MAPLES, AND  
RIVER OTTERS. EASY ACCESS  TO THE RIVER AT EITHER 
SIDE OF THE SEA GATE STRUCTURE HOWEVER THE (ONE 
WAY) TRAFFIC IS HEAVY ON ELGIN ROAD WHICH MUST BE 
CROSSED TO COMPLETE THE PORTAGE. THERE IS 
NOWHERE TO SAFETLY PARK NEAR THE SEA GATE. THERE 
IS NO EASY ACCESS TO THE RIVER UPSTREAM  IN THE ALR 
LANDS - ALTHOUGH PUMP STATIONS AT 48TH AVE  
SHOULD BE INVESTIGATED AS A POSSIBLE MINOR LAUNCH 
SITES. FROM THAT LOCATION IT IS A 2.5 hr PADDLE (9km) 
TO WARD'S MARINA.

PHOTO 6 - MARINA ON NICOMEKL RIVER 
@ CRESCENT BEACH
BELOW THE SEA GATE THE NICOMEKL RIVER AVERAGES 
200m OR MORE IN WIDTH.  VISTAS ARE WIDE AND VARIED 
WITH A PICTURESQUE MIX OF TREED AND OPEN 
PARKLAND, PRIVATE RESIDENCES PERCHED ABOVE THE 
RIVER AND MARINAS. THE RIVER IS USED BY A WIDE 
RANGE OF PLEASURE CRAFT, ADDING BOTH INTEREST 
AND AN ELEMENT OF POTENTIAL HAZARD TO SMALL 
UNPOWERED CRAFT SUCH AS CANOES AND KAYAKS. ALL 
VESSELS USING THIS AREA NEED TO BE APRISED OF THE 
BASIC RULES OF NAVIGATION. 

SCENIC STRETCH OF RIVER WITH 
MATURE FOREST & PLACID WATER

EASY PORTAGE PAST SEA GATE 
WITH CAUTION CROSSING ELGIN ROAD

WARD'S PUBLIC MARINA IN ELGIN HERITAGE PARK - 
BOAT LAUNCH, WHARF, PARKING. 3.5km PADDLE TO 

BLACKIE SPIT (2 HOURS ROUND TRIP). ALSO, 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR PASSIVE ENJOYMENT OF RIVER. 

EXISTING OPPORTUNITY TO LAUNCH OR PICK UP 
A PADDLER AT BLACKIE SPIT PARKING. 

ELGIN & BLACKIE SPIT PARKS PROVIDE OPPORTUNITIES 
TO COMBINE PADDLING WITH OTHER RECREATIONAL & 
CULTURAL USES SUCH AS HERITAGE APPRECIATION, 

WALKING, PICNICING, BIRDING, FISHING ETC. 
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CLOVERDALE

CONSULTANTS LTD.

375 Franklyn Street, Nanaimo, B.C. V9R 2X5
tel (250) 754-5651                   Fax (250) 754-1990

Vancouver Tel: (604) 687-5651
www.lanarc.bc.ca                   lanarc@lanarc.bc.ca

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
COMMUNITY PLANNING

ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN
INFORMATION ARCHITECTURE

CITY OF SURREY  w BLUEWAYS  MASTER PLAN
OPPORTUNITIES & CONSTRAINTS  -  UPPER NICOMEKL RIVER

LEGEND
PHOTO LOCATION & DIRECTION

NARROW CHANNEL WIDTH (3-12m), SOMETIMES SHALLOW, GROUNDING POSSIBLE.

VIEW CONFINED TO CHANNEL, GENERALLY BY STEEP DIKES

EXISTING PARKLAND WITH EXISTING OR POTENTIAL BLUEWAY FACILITIES

MEDIUM CHANNEL WIDTH (12-30m) - SANDBARS INFREQUENTLY @ INSIDE CURVES

WIDE CHANNEL WIDTH (30-200+m) - SUBJECT TO SIGNIFICANT TIDAL INFLUENCE

MINOR EXISTING OR POTENTIAL STAGING/LAUNCH SITE

SUBJECT TO MEDIUM CURRENTS & HIGHER WATER DURING STORM EVENTS.

AND STREAM ENTRANCES.  GENERALLY SLOW TO VERY SLOW  CURRENT.

UP TO 2m TIDAL VARIATION, MUD FLATS, TIGHT BRIDGE CLEARANCES.

OFTEN PHYSICAL BARRIER TO LAND BEYOND BY INPENETRABLE BRAMBLES

CANDIDATE SITE FOR POTENTIAL BLUEWAY FACILITIES

LIMITED PARKING, LOWER USE INTENSITY ANTICIPATED

PRIMARY EXISTING OR POTENTIAL STAGING/LAUNCH SITE
MIGHT INCLUDE PARKING, LAUNCH FACILITY, DOCK & RESTROOMS OCTOBER 2, 2000

PHOTO 5 - NICOMEKL RIVER @ HI-KNOLL PARK

UNDIKED PORTION OF RIVER WITH NARROW CHANNEL, GENTLE CURRENT AND NUMEROUS 
SHALLOW SAND BARS. SCALE IS INTIMATE AND PLEASANT WITH ONLY ONE VESSEL IN THE 
WATER - WOULD SEEM CONGETSED WITH MORE THAN A FEW CHANCE ENCOUNTERS WITH 
OTHER CANOISTS. POTENTIALLY SWIFT AND DEEPER WATER UNDER FLOOD CONDITIONS - 
POTENTIALLY  HAZARDOUS FOR BEGINNERS DUE TO TIGHT CHANNEL CONFIGURATION. SCALE 
BROADENS AND BECOMES LESS INTERESTING BELOW 184 ST (3.25km or 1 hr FROM PARK 
FOOTBRIDGE).

NICOMECKL

RIVER

MODEST CHANNEL, VERY SLOW-MOVING
WATER, RESTRICTED ACCESS -9km FROM

184 ST TO END OF TREELESS ALR

VERY NARROW CHANNEL, SLIGHTLY SWIFTER FLOW
 THAN DOWNSTREAM. SHALLOW WITH BARS 

ALONG INSIDE EDGES OF CURVES.

PUMP STATION - POTENTIAL LAUNCH
SITE - 9km (2.5hrs) TO ELGIN PARK

WITH PORTAGE AT SEA GATE

PUMP STATION - 
POTENTIAL LAUNCH SITE 

PUMP STATION - 
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3 Undeveloped launch sites considered/
rejected for development. 

Potential private/
commercial launch site.4
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rejected for development. 5
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Existing Facilities - Blackie Spit Park

EXISTING & PROPOSED BLUEWAYS FACILITIES

Existing Facilities - Elgin Heritage Park

Portage around Sea Dam
At Elgin Road
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1
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5 Undeveloped sites considered/
rejected for improvements

63

Proposed launch and ancillary facilities
Future Rosemary Heights Park Site6
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Public Workshop #1  Surrey Blueways Master Plan  

 1

Surrey Blueways Response Summary 
 

1. What recreation opportunities do you support as a part of the Surrey Blueways Master Plan? 
 
 
  As much Some None  No Answer 
  as possible     
 
Designated canoe/kayak routes 
 1-2 hour return trip 44% 44% 6% 6% __________________________________  
 2-4 hour return trip 44% 44% 6% 6% __________________________________  
 4-8 hour return trip 37% 50% 13% 0% __________________________________  
Staging facilities at water access points 
 Walk/Ramp to canoe/kayak float 25% 43% 19% 13% _________________________________  
 Washrooms 19% 68% 0% 13% _________________________________  
 Parking 19% 68% 0% 13% _________________________________  
 Transit access 0% 31% 44% 25% _________________________________  
 Interpretive and Safety Signage 37% 50% 0% 13% _________________________________  
 Picnic Area 13% 68% 13% 6% __________________________________  
Potential commercial facilities at major staging areas 
 Canoe/kayak rentals 0% 63% 24% 13% _________________________________  
 Guided canoe/kayak tours 0% 44% 37% 19% _________________________________  
 Seasonal Food concession 0% 6% 88% 6% __________________________________  
 
Comments: 
 
Let’s not designate any.  Let’s not make it any easier.  Stabilize bank re ramp. Transit access where already in place.  
Interpretive and Safety Signage at launching areas.  Picnic area where already busy with humans.  Carefully consider 
canoe/kayak rentals.  We don’t need tours and no concessions.  Concerned that facilities will have a negative impact on 
riverbank.    Just enough of a walk/ramp to avoid erosion.  Transit access where already there.  Interpretive and safety 
signage at launching places.  Picnic areas where already there.  Marked routes, safety, wildlife and access, ease described.  
Limited staging facilities.  Limited parking.  Limit commercial operators for rentals.  The guided tours would be best for the 
environment.  Seasonal food concession OK at major points.  Have washrooms unisex and handicap accessible.  
Canoe/kayak rentals OK with mandatory instruction as part of rental agreement.  Have rentals off site only. 
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2. What areas do you believe should be the primary focus of canoe/kayaking routes in Surrey? 
 
 
  As much Some None  No Answer 
  as possible     
 
Fraser River 
 Parson’s Channel 13% 75% 6% 6% __________________________________  
 Brownsville Bar 13% 81% 0% 6% __________________________________  
 Other Fraser River 25% 69% 0% 6% __________________________________  
Serpentine River 
       Above Sea Dam 31% 44% 25% 0% __________________________________  
       Below Sea Dam 19% 68% 13% 0% __________________________________  
Nicomekl River 
 High Knoll Park to 40th Ave./156 St. 25% 56% 19% 0% __________________________________  
 40th Ave./156 St. to Sea Dam 31% 44% 19% 6% __________________________________  
 Below Sea Dam 31% 69% 0% 0% __________________________________  
Mud Bay 19% 81% 0% 0% __________________________________  
Campbell River/Boundary Bay 19% 50% 19% 12% _________________________________  
 
Comments: 
 
Don’t promote these areas.  Use with sensitivity subject to environmental assessment.  I have difficulty with more access to 
Surrey Bend since access from landside is limited and therefore limits supervision or stewarding of the bend area.  Below sea 
dam must have considerations for wildlife.  Minimal development.  All areas of the Serpentine and Nicomekl Rivers are highly 
sensitive.  They should be subject to further review of environmental impact re: Herron.  Do not promote above sea dams.  Re 
40th Ave.  Must be impact study.  Mud Bay OK for some focus with further work.  Campbell River is too sensitive.  Good 
access to Rivers, but minimal development.  Minimal to modest focus OK on Fraser River, not for rest of areas.  Limit access 
during nesting.  Leave some Herron breeding area closed to public access. 
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3. What ‘good neighbor’ facilities do you support for canoe/kayak staging areas? 
 
  Support Don’t Support with 
  as proposed Support Refinements No Answer  
 
Site away from barns/houses 55% 19% 13% 13% _________________________________  
Site away from intensive agriculture 56% 19% 6% 19% _________________________________  
Information/regulation signage 75% 6% 6% 13% _________________________________  
Litter containers / regular pickup 56% 6% 32% 6% __________________________________  
Weed control / landscape maintenance 13% 55% 19% 13% _________________________________  
Fencing/barriers to restrict access 
 along top of dykes 13% 37% 19% 31% _________________________________  
Privacy fencing or hedging where required 31% 25% 38% 6% __________________________________  
Vehicle Gate / Barriers (choose one from below) 
 -closed daily at dusk 56% 32% 6% 6% __________________________________  
 -closed for winter season 13% 74% 0% 13% _________________________________  
Facility attendant during peak use times 24% 50% 13% 13% _________________________________  
 
Comments: 
 
Use naturescape principles – no pesticides, no herbicides.  Let landowners do the fencing.  Close gate for nesting season. 
Rather than litter containers have signage stating “pack in and pack out”.  Fencing to restrict access along top of dykes – 
where necessary … is this to restrict access to dyke or farmland etc. behind the dykes?  No privacy fencing. 
Sites as per farmers wishes.  Good signage re litter and also adopt a stream.  Please don’t lock the gate at night.   
No privacy fencing.  Instead of privacy fending use hedging.  Litter containers limited to access areas – carry in – bring out.  
Privacy fending near launch sites.  Facility attendant only if a need is demonstrated. 
 

4. What management regulations do you support for canoeing/kayaking facilities in Surrey? 
 
 
  Support Don’t Support with 
  as proposed Support Refinements No Answer  
 
No motorized craft (except designated areas e.g. where 
 these are now used) 88% 6% 0% 6% __________________________________  
No watercraft access to waterways  
       except at designated points 43% 38% 6% 13% _________________________________  
Fines for littering 75% 6% 0% 19% _________________________________  
All pets on leash 75% 6% 6% 13% _________________________________  
No hunting 75% 6% 0% 19% _________________________________  
Do not disturb or feed wildlife 88% 6% 0% 6% __________________________________  
No parking dusk/dawn 56% 38% 0% 6% __________________________________  
No public access to dykes/drainage outfalls32% 56% 6% 6% __________________________________  
 
Comments: 
 
Electric motorized craft okay.  Pet owners must conform to city bylaw.  Do not disturb or feed wildlife must be compulsory. 
No pets in canoes – disturb wildlife.  Pets on leash except where designated.  Should seriously consider electric motors as 
they are environmentally sensitive.  How do we control watercraft access, littering, pets? 
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5. Additional Comments regarding canoe/kayak facilities in Surrey Blueways: 
 
 
Environmental Assessments necessary.  This plan is well worth working on, and meeting consensus means balancing all 
interest groups.  Concerned that improvements will end up making user pay drop in water fees which I do Not want. 
I have concern over sensitive wildlife areas and hopefully there will be time to gather information from those familiar with 
Surrey’s wildlife to contribute.  Designated Bon Fire Pits.  At parking – route info – “You are here – your options are …” 
Find designated area for a few bonfire pits.  Waterfowl management – is it an issue!  Mo mgmt – will still yield some use but 
not controlled.  Balance of access + uses = wildlife + nature enhancement. 
Handicap Access.  Heritage Promotion.  Fire pits.   Keep it simple.   
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Surrey Blueways Response Summary 
 

1. What canoe/kayak access points do you support as a part of the Surrey Blueways Master 
Plan? 
 
 
 
  Support Don’t Support  No Answer 
  as proposed support with refinements  
 
Nicomekl River (numbers are shown on maps) 
   1. Blackie Spit (existing) 100% 0% 0% 0% _____________________________
   2. Elgin Park (existing, floats improved) 100% 0% 0% 0% _____________________________
   4. Portage at Nicomekl Seadam 
 New water access trails 33% 50% 0% 17%____________________________
 Boom to keep boats away from gates17% 83% 0% 0% _____________________________
 Portage signage on road 50% 50% 0% 0% _____________________________
 Traffic calming (speed bumps) 17% 83% 0% 0% ___________________________r
 Other improvement (specify)    _______________________________
   6. Rosemary Heights at 40th Ave.  
 Handicapped accessible float 17% 66% 17% 0%%r _______________________r
 Parking (about 10 cars) 17% 66% 17% 0% _____________________________
 Riverside picnic area 0% 83% 17% 0% _____________________________
 Washrooms 0% 100% 0% 0% _____________________________
 Trees for shade 50% 17% 33% 0% _____________________________
 Other improvement (specify)    _______________________________
   9. 184th St.  
 Ramp to water 33% 33% 17% 17%____________________________
 Parking (about 5 cars) 33% 33% 17% 17%____________________________
 Fence along dyke to protect field 33% 50% 0% 17%____________________________
 Washrooms 0% 67% 0% 33%____________________________
 Trees for shade 49% 17% 17% 17%____________________________
 Other improvement (specify)    _______________________________
Fraser River (numbers are shown on maps) 
      2. New Launch on Surrey Bend preload site 
 Boat ramp (including motorized craft) 83% 17% 0% 0% _____________________________
 Parking (about 20 cars plus trailers) 83% 17% 0% 0% _____________________________
 Riverside picnic area 66% 17% 0% 17%____________________________
 Washrooms 66% 17% 0% 17%____________________________
 Trees for shade 100% 0% 0% 0% _____________________________
 Other improvement (specify)    _______________________________
   3. Surrey Bend river view point / nature walk  
 Boat landing site 66% 17% 0% 17%____________________________
 Walk in only (no cars) 66% 0% 17% 17%____________________________
 Riverside picnic area 17% 17% 17% 50%____________________________
 Washrooms 33% 17% 0% 49%____________________________
 Trees for shade 67% 0% 0% 33%____________________________
 Other improvement (specify)    _______________________________
   3 (sic) Brownsville Bar Park (existing) 50% 17% 0% 33%____________________________
 Other improvement (specify)       
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2. What should be the role of the Serpentine River for kayaking/canoeing? 
 
 
  Support Don’t Support  No Answer 
  as proposed support with refinements  
 
Private Sector Launch site near 64th 33% 50% 0% 17%____________________________
Private Sector Launch site near Hwy 99 0% 83% 0% 17%____________________________
Other Private Sector Launch Site (specify)    _____________________________________
 
Potential Public Sector sites (choose one or two as a long-term contingency if private sector does not provide) 
   #3 168th St. at Bridge 50% 0% 17% 33%____________________________
   #5  64th Ave. parallel to dyke. 33% 17% 17% 33%____________________________
   #6  Bear Creek connection to Surrey 
          Lake                                                  33% 33% 0% 34%____________________________
   #8 Potential future park site 17% 17% 17% 49%____________________________
 

3. What ‘people management’ strategies do you support to protect waterfowl? 
 
 
 
  Support Don’t Support with 
  as proposed Support Refinements No Answer  
 
Serpentine vacant for nesting season 83% 17% 0% 0% _____________________________
Limit access points on Nicomekl 83% 17% 0% 0% _____________________________
Limit size of parking areas at launches 83% 0% 0% 17%____________________________
Provide information / regulation signage 83% 17% 0% 0% _____________________________
Provide interpretive leaflets with guidelines  
     to not disturb waterfowl.  83% 17% 0% 0% _____________________________
Minimize promotion of boating on Nicomekl100% 0% 0% 0% _____________________________
Monitor impacts of boaters on waterfowl  100% 0% 0% 0% _____________________________
Vehicle Gate / Barriers  
 -closed daily at dusk 33% 50% 0% 17%____________________________
 -closed for March 1 to May 1 50% 33% 0% 17%____________________________
Other measures for waterfowl (specify)    _____________________________________
 

4. Additional Comments regarding canoe/kayak facilities in Surrey Blueways: 
Re 184th St, 168th St, and 64th Ave:  Minimal.  Impact Study is required regarding canoe/kayak facilities. 
Must establish “carrying capacity” E.I. impact should be left until effects of development of Rosemany Hights 
gauged.  I do support ramp at 184th St if it does not effect Rosemary Hights Area. 
Full Environmental impact study required for both Nicomekl and Serpentine before process proceeds.  More than 
waterfowl need to be considered. 
Begin with least sensitive areas based on an E.A. that allows practical comparison.  Having proper access to the 
rivers will provide some control of the use of the rivers. 
Generally speaking I am reluctant to endorse the promotion of canoeing/kayaking.  There is a fair amount of boat 
traffic already so limited control is justified, but promotion is not justified. 
Lower Serpentine should always be vacant.  Canoeing/Kayaking should be prohibited downriver from the K.G. 
highway.  Re Rosemary Heights at 40th Ave: boat traffic of any kind should not be promoted in anyway 
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Meeting Agenda

• 7:00 to 7:15 View the Maps
• 7:15 to 7:50 Presentation
• 7:50 to 9:00 Workshop
• 9:00 to 9:30 Reporting of Results

Surrey Blueways

• Use by kayak and canoe of Surrey’s watercourses is
growing.

• How do we plan for and manage this use?

…nature doesn’t need
management ... people do.
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Plan Process

• Events from September to present:
– staff trip down Surrey waterways.
– Creation of a film short on the opportunities and issues.
– Steering Committee review #1
– Agriculture Committee review #1
– List of Candidate sites
– Steering Committee Review #2
– Executive Field Review to Candidate Sites
– Short List of Proposed Launch Sites
– Agriculture Committee review #2
– Public Workshop #2

Major Findings

• Avoid over-promoting use of these waterways.
• Nicomekl River - young family focus
• Fraser River - experienced paddler / large group

focus
• Serpentine River - limited use (localized private

sector?)
• Campbell River - informal use as exists
• Issues to manage:

– minimize waterfowl disturbance during March to May
season.

– Locate/design staging areas to avoid people trespassing into
agricultural lands.
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Nicomekl River

• 2 existing launch sites remain
• Improved portage at Seadam
• 2 new (small) launch sites upstream.

Nicomekl River

• Blackie Spit (#1)
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Nicomekl River

• Elgin Heritage Park (#2)

Nicomekl River

• Seadam Portage (#4)
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Nicomekl River

• Rosemary Heights at 40th Ave. (#6)

Nicomekl River

• 184th St. Bridge (#9) - 2.5 hr. paddle to #6
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Fraser River

• Proposed launch site on preload in Surrey Bend Park
(#2)

• Proposed river view point / nature walk in Surrey
Bend Park (#3)

• Brownsville Bar Park (#4)
• Future Fraser River Boardwalk Park (passive uses

only)

Serpentine River

• Canoe / Kayak use limited.
• Potential for one or two private launch sites:

– 64th Ave. (corn maze)
– in Hwy. 99 facility (no known site)

• If private launch sites do not materialize, future
consideration could be given to one or two public
launch sites in the central loop area (e.g. #3, #5, #6,
or #8)
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Next Steps

• Input from Agriculture Committee and Public
Workshop

• Steering Committee review of comments and
recommendations

• Draft Report on Recommendations
• Public Event #3 (optional)
• Presentation to Parks, Recreation and Culture

Committee
• Final Recommendations
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Meeting Agenda

1. Purpose of the Meeting
2. Introductions
3. Presentation of the Draft Recommendations
4. Comments on the Draft Recommendations
5. Other Business

Surrey Blueways Mission

• To manage non-motorized recreational boating on
waterways in Surrey to facilitate quiet family
enjoyment and public education in a way that
supports the fish, wildlife and agricultural
communities, and to recognize opportunities for
experienced paddlers on the Fraser River.
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Program Principles

• Recognize fish and wildlife values.
• Avoid public access to private agricultural property.
• Encourage responsible recreational paddling.
• Use an adaptive management approach.
• Phase in the program slowly.
• Build partnerships in the program.
• Focus on family and entry-level paddlers.
• Offer a range of paddling / learning experiences.
• Enhance Surrey’s environmental and tourism

offerings.
• Recognize limits of Surrey jurisdiction.

Designated Blueway Routes

• Surrey Floating Nature Trail
• Serpentine Paddling Circuit
• Fraser River Challenge
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Surrey Floating Nature Trail
Nicomekl River
• nature-appreciation paddling opportunities

Surrey Floating Nature Trail
Nicomekl River
• Phase 1

– improvements at Elgin Heritage Park, floating
nature trail Phase 1, monitoring.

• Phase 2
– improved portage at the Seadam, plus small launch

at 40th Ave. / 156 St.

• Phase 3
– ‘micro’ scale launch at 184th St.
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Surrey Floating Nature Trail
Nicomekl River
• Scheduled ‘openings’ of the Floating Nature

Trail above the Seadam:
– October 1 to April 30: guided tours only
– May 1 to September 30: self guided tours with

interpretive sign stations.

Surrey Floating Nature Trail
Nicomekl River
• Blackie Spit canoe/kayak launch
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Surrey Floating Nature Trail
Nicomekl River
• Elgin Heritage Park disabled

access

Surrey Floating Nature Trail
Nicomekl River
• Nicomekl Estuary Floating Nature

Trail (floating signage)
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Surrey Floating Nature Trail
Nicomekl River
• Seadam Portage

Surrey Floating Nature Trail
Nicomekl River
• Heronry Floating Nature Trail
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Surrey Floating Nature
Trail - Nicomekl River
• 40th Ave.  Launch Site

Surrey Floating Nature Trail
Nicomekl River
• 184th St. Launch Site
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Serpentine Paddling Circuit
Serpentine River
• for novice or exercise-oriented

paddler, 2-3 hour loop circuit
– first phase might be provided by the

private sector
– future phases include a connection to

Surrey Lake, and south to a riverfront
park

Serpentine Paddling Circuit
Serpentine River
• public access from proposed

riverfont park
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Fraser River Challenge
Fraser River
• Canoe/kayak route along the Faser River waterfront

in Surrey for experienced paddlers
– Phase One will be to formalize existing canoe/kayak

capabilities at Parsons Channel and Brownsville Bar.
– Phase Two will be to provide a canoe/kayak launch in the

area of Surrey Bend Park

Capital Budget Summary

• Surrey Floating Nature Trail $398,000
• Serpentine paddling Circuit $15,000
• Fraser River Challenge $190,000
• Total Capital Budget $598,000
• Design and Contingency $120,000
• Total $718,000

Recommended budget: $145,000/yr. for five years
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Next Steps

• Refine plan based on today’s input
• Gain support of Parks, Recreation and Culture

Commission
• Explore formation of a Surrey Blueways Focus Group
• Undertake detail design of Phase One
• Devise process for private launch facilities
• Implement Phase One and Monitor
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